LITTER BOX
TRAINING

GOOD LITTER VS. BAD
LITTER
What types of litter should I use?
Wood Stove Pellets are a safe,
inexpensive option. These must be
hardwood pellets (not pine). They can
be purchased at home improvement
stores, or can be bought locally at the
Oshkosh Fleet Farm.
What types of litters should I stay
away from?
Stay away from litters made from
softwoods, like pine or cedar shaving or
chips. These products are thought to
cause liver damage in rabbits using
them. Also, avoid cat litters as they can
cause medical issues such as upper
respiratory infections.
Can I use Hay?
Hay is required to attract the rabbit to
the litter pan. Hay can be used along
with numerous layers of newspaper
underneath. Most newspapers are made
of soy and are rabbit friendly. Make sure
to change newspaper litter daily.

Did you know rabbits
can be easily litter
box trained?
CLEANING AND DISPOSAL
• Clean litter boxes often to
encourage your rabbit to use
them!
•

Use white vinegar to rinse
boxes out or to clean up
accidents.

•

Used organic litter can be
composted or used as mulch.

•

Rabbit pills can be applied
directly to plants as fertilizer.

Learn more about:
• Cleaning/Disposal of Litter
• Good vs. Bad Litters
• Spaying and Neutering and
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how the operation effects
litter box training
• Process of litter box training

For More Information Visit
www.oahs.org or
www.rabbit.org

UNDERSTANDING MORE ABOUT
LITTER BOX TRAINING

DOES AGE AND BEING SPAYED
OR NEUTERED MATTER WITH
LITTER BOX TRAINING?

THE PROCESS OF
LITTER BOX TRAINING
•

Start with a size-appropriate box in the
cage and one or more boxes in the
rabbit’s running space. Hay should be
kept in these litter pans.

•

If the rabbit urinates in a corner of the
cage without a box, move the box to
that corner. Rabbits tend to want to
eliminate in corners. Keep this in mind
when placing a litter box in a rabbit
cage or choosing a location in a room.

•

If your rabbit begins to lift its tail where
there is no box, cry “no” in a single
sharp burst of sound. Gently herd
him/her back to the cage or litter box.
Take care to not frighten the rabbit
while herding him/her back to the box:
you don’t want to make the cage and
litter box a punishment.

•

After your rabbit uses the box, praise it
and give your rabbit a special treat.

•

As your rabbit gets better trained in his
/her cage, increase the space to allow
for more playing room. Don’t hurry this
process however, it is important to not
give the rabbit too much opportunity to
eliminate outside of the litter box.

Age Does Matter!
•

Older rabbits are easier to train than
younger rabbits, especially babies.

•

As the rabbit gets older, the attention
span and knack for learning
increases.

•

If you have a young rabbit, stick with
the litter box training!

Spaying / Neutering Helps
Litter Training
•

This is generally the most important
factor of the ability to litter train your
rabbit.

•

When rabbits reach the age of 4-6
months, their hormones become
active and they mark their territory
with more frequency.

Marking Their Territory!
All rabbits will drop pills (waste) around
their cage to mark it as their own. This
is not failure to be litter-trained. Make
the rabbit the king or queen of their
cage! Also, don’t clean the cage while
your rabbit is in it. Once the rabbit has
come out, he or she may supervise!

•

By spaying or neutering your rabbit, it
will be more likely to use its litterbox
(and live much healthier and
happier!).

