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Our Vision Began with Eight People.
In 1990 a small group of citizens in Oshkosh, WI,
concerned about the conditions at the animal shelter, met with City officials to offer suggestions for
improving the quality of life of the animals and the
facility. The group, called Friends of the Shelter,
actively participated in the shelter’s improvements
and raised funds for new equipment. After the
group was officially designated as a 501c3, the City
offered Friends of the Shelter a contract to take
over shelter operations. In 1998 the name of the
organization was officially changed to the Oshkosh
Area Humane Society.
Efforts to offer new programs and services to the
community were hindered by the space limitations
of the former 2,600 sq. ft. structure. A new building
was needed in order for OAHS to become the community resource staff and volunteers envisioned.
Using OAHS monies, the annual interest from the
Kay Wilde Endowment Fund at the Oshkosh Area
Community Foundation and capital campaign
funds, OAHS purchased a 13,000 sq. ft. former one
-day surgical center on the north side of Oshkosh.
The building was renovated to become a fullyequipped center for both animals and people.
March 2005 OAHS began operations at the new
1925 Shelter Court location.

In May of 2009 OAHS made a pledge to be a Life
Saving organization. No healthy, treatable animal
would be euthanized for any reason including
length of stay or capacity constraints. New programs were put into place to make the pledge a
reality . The Life Saving pledge required
dedication by staff, volunteers and the community.
This level of dedication is ongoing and funding
support to sustain life-saving programs is essential. As a non-profit, 501(C)(3) organization, OAHS
does not receive any city, state, federal funding or
United Way fundraising dollars. OAHS relies on
the financial support of private citizens, area
businesses and grants.
Each year OAHS serves an average of 2,400
animals and touches the lives of more than
180,000 people. From animal adoption and
assisting families in crisis to pet therapy visits in
nursing homes, OAHS provides essential and valuable community services. With progressive practices, high ethical standards and a live release
rate over 90%, OAHS is a well-respected organization both locally and nationally. With the support
of our community we’ll continue to be a vital part
of the future for both people and animals.

Mission Statement
The Mission of the Oshkosh Area Humane Society is to work with our
community to strengthen the bond between animals and people,
enhancing the quality of lives of animals in need through compassionate
sheltering, responsible adoptions, programs and services and community
outreach and education.

Vision Statement
The Oshkosh Area Humane Society is guided by a vision to build a
humane community where all animals are treated with compassion and
live according to the five freedoms: freedom from hunger and thirst;
freedom from discomfort; freedom from pain, injury or disease; freedom
to express normal behavior; and freedom from fear and distress.
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Services and Programs

Pet Adoption: Nothing makes the staff and volunteers happier
than seeing a pet go home with their new family. Every year, the
Oshkosh Area Humane Society (OAHS) places an average of
1,508 pets into loving homes. In addition to finding homes for
stray animals we also assist people who need to re-home their
pets. Our goal is to ensure a positive adoption experience for
both pets and people. All adopters receive information they need
to care for their pet as well as support long after the adoption is
complete.
Spay and Neuter: By partnering with the Spay Me Clinic in Madison, WI , OAHS is able to offer
low-cost spay/neuter transport services to people in Oshkosh and surrounding cities. When available, grant funds also enable OAHS to offer reduced-cost spay/neuter services to the community.

Lost and Found: OAHS is contracted with the City of Oshkosh to take
all stray domestic animals in our community in order to reunite them with
their owners. All stray animals are scanned for microchips and checked
for identifying information. Pictures of stray animals are posted on
social media in an effort to reunite them their families as soon as possible. On average, 32% of stray animals are reunited with their families.

Pet Therapy: OAHS volunteers visit nursing homes, resident care
centers and community-based residential facilities each week as
part of OAHS’ Pet Therapy program. Since March 1995, seniors of
Oshkosh have had the chance to share loving therapeutic relationships with animals and increase their own meaningful social interactions with each other.
Live Release Rate: Also known as the Save Rate, this is the
percentage of dogs and cats adopted, returned to their owner, or
transferred to another organization. OAHS has an average live
release rate of 93%.

Services and Programs

Education: OAHS offers educational programs to a
variety of groups, from elementary schools to retirement
communities. OAHS also gives on-site tours and
programs. These presentations allow for interaction and
participation in mini demonstrations about animal
behavior and treatment.

Safe Haven: Each year the Oshkosh Area Humane Society fosters
family pets in instances of domestic abuse. Many people in domestic
abuse situations are fearful of leaving their animals,. The OAHS has
been partnering with the Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Center in
Oshkosh since 1998 with the intent of eliminating one of the obstacles
that may prevent someone from leaving an abusive situation.

Behavior Counseling: OAHS wants animals to be able to stay in their homes with their families.
Some animals are surrendered due to behavioral issues that, with intervention, could be remedied.
That is why OAHS offers behavioral counseling , including an animal behavior hotline, for families
struggling with pet behavior issues.

Crisis Assistance: Tragedies can happen leaving animals
with no where to go. OAHS ensures animals in crisis
situations (loss of home due to fire, vehicular accidents,
death in the family, cases involving social services and/or law
enforcement) are taken care of until they can be reunited with
their family or a new home can be found.

Wildlife Rescue and Transport: OAHS staff assists in wildlife rescue and transports treatable
animals to the appropriate wildlife organization for treatment.

Helping Animals, Serving our Community

“My mother and I just visited this shelter yesterday for the first time to pick
up some outdoor cat shelters and I can easily say this is the best shelter I
have ever been to. We left very happy!”
- Jackie D.

“Your Humane Society is awesome. Very clean, very friendly. You

take care of the animals well. I would recommend anyone to come to
your shelter.”
- Shirley T.

“I sing praises for the wonderful work you do. We love our kittens and the

experience we had with you! I tell anyone who will listen about you.
Thank you thank you! You can see walking in that even the animals thank
you. You have helped my kids see what a great experience it is to adopt!”
-Sarah B.

“OAHS is a very nice place with knowledgeable people.”
-Julie W.

“I had a lot of questions. I found the adoption session very beneficial. The
staff really helped me choose the right cat. They also worked with me and
my needs.”
- Kelly H.
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